autonomous entries in our outline those important composites that treat themes or 
topics not contributed by the Mishnah-tractate. 


I. YERUSHALMI MEGILLAH 1:1 


[A] THE ScrorL [or ESTHER] IS READ ON THE ELEVENTH, TWELFTH, THIRTEENTH, 
FOURTEENTH, [OR] FIFTEENTH [OF ADAR], NO EARLIER, NO LATER. 


1. I:1: Ila, Simeon bar Ba in the name of R. Yohanan: “It is written, “That 
those days of Purim should be observed at their times, [as Mordecai 
the Jew and Queen Esther enjoined upon the Jews, and as they had laid 
down for themselves and for their descendants, with regards to their 
fasts and their lamenting]’” (Est. 9:31). Why does Scripture say, “At 
their times”? R. Jonah, R. Yosé: R. Jonah said, “To assign them other 
times [if the occasion requires it, as M. indicates].” R. Yosé said, “[It 
refers to] the times that the sages have assigned to them, and they are 
these: the eleventh, twelfth, thirteenth, fourteenth, [or] fifteenth [of 
Adar].” 


2. 1:2: It has been taught in the name of R. Nathan, “The entire month of 
Adar is valid for the reading of the Megillah.” What is the scriptural 
basis for this view? “[Like the days on which the Jews got relief from 
their enemies, and] as the month that had been turned for them from 
sorrow into gladness [and from mourning into a holiday; that they 
should make them days of feasting and gladness, days for sending 
choice portions to one another and gifts to the poor]” (Est. 9:22). Said 
R. Helbo, “But that is [on the stipulation that the Megillah is read] by 
the fifteenth day.” That accords with [that which was said by] R. 
Abbahu in the name of R. Eleazar, “‘And it shall not pass’ (Est. 9:27) 
[means]: It shall not pass [the fifteenth day]. 


[B] CITIES SURROUNDED BY A WALL FROM THE TIME OF JOSHUA BIN NUN READ [THE 
SCROLL OF ESTHER] ON THE FIFTEENTH. VILLAGES AND LARGE TOWNS READ 
IT ON THE FOURTEENTH. 


1. II:1: [Since the analogy was to Shushan, the capital, which had a wall 
in the time of Ahasueros and which celebrated the occasion on the 
fifteenth, why does the Mishnah not refer to cities which had a wall at 
that same time, namely, in the time of Ahasueros? Why refer, rather, to 
walled cities in the Holy Land and then in an earlier era, namely, the 
time of Joshua?] R. Simon in the name of R. Joshua b. Levi: “They 
paid respect to the Land of Israel, which lay in ruins in those days. 
[There were few walled cities in the Holy Land in the time of 


